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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of the Illinois Senate wsh to
express their sincere condolences to the famly and friends

of Gary J. Maher, who passed away on June 10, 2001; and

WHEREAS, M. Mher was the polished voice of [Illinois'
cable-TV industry for the past 15 years and a | obbyi st whose
efforts helped protect cable conpanies as t hey faced

conpetition fromthe tel ephone industry; and

WHEREAS, M. Mher was the son of a United States
servi ceman and was born in Nagano, Japan; he developed an
interest in public policy while growng up in Manchester,
Connecticut; he graduated from Syracuse University in 1977
with a bachelor's degree in political science and received a

master's degree in public affairs two years later; and

WHEREAS, Shortly after joining the Bureau of the Budget
in the Illinois Governor's Ofice in 1980, M. Mher was
recruited by the Illinois Coomerce Conmmssion; in 1985 he
becane the foundi ng president of the Cabl e Associ ati on, where
one of his early efforts included a reduction in the cost for
conpanies to attach cable lines to existing utility poles; he
al nost singlehandedly created a powerful voice for the
nascent cable industry anmong State legislators in the
m d- 1980s and then welded it to thwart teleconmunications
giants trying to break into Illinois cable markets a decade

| ater; and

WHEREAS, In addition, M. Miher |ed successful efforts
that let State cable conpanies install service for apartnent

tenants without first consulting |andlords; and

VWHEREAS, M. Maher left the Cable Association in January
2001 to becone vice president of external affairs for spirits

distribution for Guinness UDV North Anerica; and
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VWHEREAS, M. Mher directed the successful canpaign to
el ect Benjamn K MIller to the State Suprene Court and

served on the transition team for Governor George Ryan; and

WHEREAS, The passing of Gary J. Maher will be deeply felt
by all  who knew and loved him especially his wfe,
Francesca; his sons Jack and Brendan; his father, Edward
Maher; his brothers, Brian (wfe, D anne) Maher and Jeff
Maher; his nieces and nephews, Kyle, Jeffrey, and Kelly
Maher, Meagan, Catherine, and Elizabeth Brown, and Stephen,
Claire, and Mchael Pulszis; his father-in-I|aw, Edwar d
Marci ni ak; his sisters-in-law, Catherine Marciniak, Christina
Mar ci ni ak (husband, M chael Brown), and C audia Marciniak

(husband, Steven Pul szis); therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nourn, along with
all who knew him the death of Gary J. Maher of QOak Park

[Ilinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to the famly of Gary J. Maher wth our sincere

condol ences.
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